
























ABSTRACT

The estimated total return of sockeye salmon Oncorhynchus nerka to Upper Cook Inlet (DCn in
2002 was 4.8 million fish. Commercial harvests and escapements of sockeye salmon that were
monitored totaled 4.2 million fish. The commercial harvest was 2.8 million fish while the
escapement into five major river systems was 1.7 million fish. The difference between the
estimated and monitored total return represents in part; sport, subsistence and personal use harvests
and unmonitored escapements. Age classes 1.2, 1.3, 2.2, and 2.3 comprised 98% of the combined
UCI commercial sockeye salmon harvests and monitored escapements. Age class 1.3 represented
2.4 million fish or 58% of the total monitored return, while age 1.2 represented 0.9 million fish or
22 % of the total monitored return. Average length for the four major age classes ranged from 495
rom for age-1.2 fish to 585 mm for age-1.3 fish. Female composition of sockeye salmon in the
combined commercial harvests and escapements equaled 53%.

A total of 12,714 chinook salmon 0. tshawytscha were commercially harvested in UCI. The Upper
Subdistrict eastside set gillnet harvest of 9,478 fish was the only harvest sampled and represented
75% of the total commercial harvest. Ages 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, and 1.4 comprised 99% of the harvest.
Average length of the four major age classes ranged from 422 mm for age-1.1 fish to 989 mm for
age-1.4 fish. Sex composition favored males at 55%.

The commercial harvest of coho salmon 0. kisutch was 246,281 fish. Commercial gillnet harvests
of coho that were monitored consisted of the drift fleet and Upper and General Subdistricts, which
represented 80% of the total commercial harvest. The harvest was comprised of age-I. 1, -2.1, and
3.1 fish. Average lengths for the three age classes ranged from 538 mm for age-I. 1 fish to 576 mm
for age-3.1 fish. For the three commercial fisheries, the female composition of coho salmon
averaged 35%.

The commercial harvest of chum salmon 0. keta was 237,949 fish. The drift gillnet harvest which
was the only harvest monitored was 224,587 fish or 94% ofthe total. Age class 0.3 comprised 98%
of the harvest, with an average length of 606 mm. Female chum salmon contributed 52% to the
harvest.

The commercial harvest ofpink salmon 0. gorbuscha in UCI in 2002 totaled 446,960 fish.
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